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THE DOCTRINE OF ACCOMODATION 
Presented by David Roth 

  
The Premise 
The premise of this paper is simple. 
The choice to more fully apply this premise to how we operate the church might 
prove to be difficult. 
 
The premise of this paper can be summed up in the following quote from the 
Divine Providence 256:  
"A religion that is not adapted is not accepted." (Ager translation) 
"A religion that is not adapted is not received." (Dick translation) 
"Any religion that is not suitable is not accepted." (Dole translation) 
"A religion that is not accommodated is not accepted." (Rogers translation) 
"A religious practice that is not adapted to the people that it is intended for will not 
be accepted." (Rose translation) 
"Et Religio non accommodata non recipitur." (Latin) 
 
Lord's Purpose in Creation 
It is well known that the purpose of the Lord's creation is a heaven from the human 
race. He created all of humanity so that all of humanity might come to dwell in 
heaven and so find happiness uniquely suited to each person's character. This 
happiness comes, of course, through a life of useful service. A life found through 
living in true charity. We read:  
"The Divine Providence of the Lord has for its end a heaven from the human Race. 
Now since heaven is from the human race, and heaven is an abiding with the Lord 
to eternity, it follows that this was the Lord's end in creation; and since this was 
the end in creation, it is also the end of His Divine Providence. The Lord did not 
create the universe for His own sake, but for the sake of those with whom He will 
be in heaven; for spiritual love is such that it wishes to give what is its own to 
another."  DP 27 (DP 323 and following and many other references). 
 
It is also well known that the Lord "wills the salvation of all." DP 221 "The Lord 
desires the salvation of all. Thus the salvation of all is His end; and he who wills 
an end wills also the means." TCR 142 (also many other references) 
 
Purpose of the Church 
"The church is the Lord's kingdom on earth" (AC 3451 et alia). If this statement is 
true do we assume the same motivation for the church that the Lord has as His goal 
in creation and for His heavenly kingdom - to fill His kingdom with those from the 



	   2	  

human race? It would seem like a simple "yes" because of the Lord's desire to save 
all, His desire to render us blessed, to be one with us, and also because of the 
understanding that the more that enter heaven the more perfect it will become.  The 
church and heaven, according to the following passage, are clearly of the same 
purpose. "For the Church on earth exists for the angelic heaven, as the foundation 
upon which a house stands firm, or as the feet upon which a man stands and by 
means of which he walks." (AR 645) 
 
Variety in Creation, Understanding, Heaven and the Church 
It also is true that there is incredible variety in all things that the Lord has created, 
including human beings, each human being's mind (will and understanding), their 
view of things, opinion, etc. Not one person is the same as another in how they 
view anything, no matter how alike their views may seem.   
See the following teachings: 
"It is impossible for one person's opinion to be completely like another's, which is 
why there is a proverb 'many men, many minds.' Similarly it is impossible for one 
person's mind, that is, his will and understanding, to be completely like and 
identical with another's. Consequently neither can one person's speech, both in 
sound and in the thought it expresses, nor one person's actions, either in gesture or 
the affection that motivates them, be exactly equal to another's. This infinite variety 
is a kind of mirror showing the infinity of God the Creator." (TCR 32)  
 
"But as regards the Lord's kingdom on earth, that is, His church, the case is that 
inasmuch as it has its doctrinal things from the literal sense of the Word, it cannot 
but be various and diverse in respect to these doctrinal things; that is to say, one 
society will profess one thing to be a truth of faith, because it is so said in the 
Word, and another society will profess another thing, also because it is so said; 
and so on. Consequently, as the Lord's church has its doctrinal things from the 
literal sense of the Word, it will everywhere differ, and this not only as to societies, 
but sometimes as to the individuals in a society. Nevertheless a difference in the 
doctrinal things of faith does not prevent the church from being one, provided 
there is unanimity as to willing well and doing well.  
That there is one only doctrine, namely, that of love to the Lord and of charity 
toward the neighbor (n. 3445): That the church would be one if all had charity, 
although they differed as to worship and doctrinal things (n. 809, 1285, 1316, 
1798, 1799, 1834, 1844, 2982): That the church would be like the Lord's kingdom 
in the heavens, if all had charity (n. 2385): That in heaven there are innumerable 
varieties of good and truth, but that by harmony they nevertheless make a one, like 
the organs and members of the body (n. 684, 690, 3241)." (AC 3451) 
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"It is worthy of mention that the greater the number in any society in heaven and 
the more these make a one, the more perfect is its human form, for variety 
arranged in a heavenly form is what constitutes perfection, as has been shown 
above (n. 56), and number gives variety. Moreover, every society of heaven 
increases in number daily, and as it increases it becomes more perfect. Thus not 
only the society becomes more perfect, but also heaven in general, because it is 
made up of societies. As heaven gains in perfection by increase of numbers, it is 
evident how mistaken those are who believe that heaven may be closed by 
becoming full; for the opposite is true, that it will never be closed, but is perfected 
by greater and greater fullness. Therefore, the angels desire nothing so much as to 
have new angel guests come to them." (HH 71) 
 
"It is the Divine truth that goes forth from the Lord that has all power in the 
heavens, for the Lord in heaven is Divine truth united to Divine good (see n. 126-
140). To the extent that angels are receptions of this truth they are powers. 
Moreover each one is his own truth and his own good because each one is such as 
his understanding and will are. The understanding pertains to truth because 
everything of it is from truths, and the will pertains to good because everything of 
it is from goods; for whatever any one understands he calls truth, and whatever he 
wills he calls good. From this it is that everyone is his own truth and his own good.  
Therefore so far as an angel is truth from the Divine and good from the Divine he 
is a power, because to that extent the Lord is in him. And as no one's good and 
truth are wholly like or the same as another's, since in heaven, as in the world, 
there is endless variety (n. 20), so the power of one angel is not like the power of 
another.  
A man or an angel is his own good and his own truth, thus his own love and his 
own faith (n. 10298, 10367).  
He is his own understanding and his own will, for everything of life is there from; 
the life of good is from the will, and the life of truth is from the understanding (n. 
10076 10177 10264, 10284)."  (HH 231) 
 
"This kingdom (spiritual) consists of those who, possessing the truth of faith, make 
this truth part of their life and thus convert it into good. When a person leads a life 
in accordance with the truth of faith it is made into good and is called the good of 
truth; yet essentially it is truth in action. The truth of faith in the Lord's spiritual 
Church is varying, for in one Church that is said to be the truth which in another is 
said not to be the truth, the doctrine taught by each Church being what leads to 
such variation. And in this way particular teachings come to be called truths. 
These truths are the ones that become linked to good and constitute good in the 
spiritual Church. Consequently the quality of its good comes to be that of its truth, 
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for truths give good the quality it possesses." (AC 6427) 
 
 
All angels are such forms in endless variety; and of these heaven is constituted." 
(HH 414) 
 
"CONCERNING THE WORD OF THE LORD.  
 ((((The Word of the Lord is in itself dead, as it is bare letter, but in reading it 
becomes vivified by the Lord according to the faculty of intelligence and 
perception granted to each one by the Lord; thus it lives according to the life of the 
man who reads, on which account it is marked by an endless variety. This is 
written in the presence of angels. - 1748, April 9.))))" (SE 1877) 
 
"There Is Variety In All Things 
Very many people, almost all, are convinced that hell is the same for everyone, and 
that heaven is the same for everyone. Thus they limit these concepts in one very 
general, and very vague idea, and as a consequence, close off the way to a 
knowledge of what hell is, and what heaven. Yet there are incalculably many 
varieties both in hell and in heaven, such that if the number of them were 
multiplied to eternity, there would never be a single soul, in hell who had the same 
hell, or in heaven who had the same heaven. For they exist with endless variety, in 
fact with endless variation of varieties, even to eternity." (SE 2014) 
 
Our Purpose In Having A Church Organization  
The purpose in the Lord creating the human race was that there might be a heaven 
populated from it. The reason for heaven is that it is there that the intention of the 
Lord's love can be most fully actualized. Where His creation can be loved by Him, 
conjoined to Him and rendered blessed from Him. All the Lord's creative, 
sustaining and saving power is put toward fulfilling this end.  The Lord wants to 
save everyone--every person ever created. In order to reach this goal the Lord 
adapts, accommodates, adjusts and makes compatible the church, religion, truth, 
and good to suit the mind and disposition of the individual to whom He is trying to 
reach. And as we just read there is tremendous variety within the human family. 
Because of this the Lord provides the distinct means for anyone who wants to be 
saved.  The Lord goes so far as to say that He has made available the appropriate 
means to all people and that it is our fault if we are not saved.  And, as we know, 
not everyone wants to be saved. 
So the question is, "If we are going to try to support the Lord in His purpose of 
creation - a heaven from the human race - are we willing to, of necessity, adapt, 
accommodate, adjust, and make compatible the message and practices of the 
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church?" 
 
I can imagine there is resistance to this notion. I can imagine it because the New 
Church is set up as an answer to a fallen Christianity. Naturally our inclination 
would be to make sure we do nothing but offer the New Christianity in our 
churches and circles of influence as religious leaders with nothing but the most 
pure and sound doctrine. We don't want to make the mistake of not being 
completely clear about such essential things as who the Lord is, what His Word is 
about and the path to salvation.  
Perhaps we might be inclined to say that the Lord is the only one who can 
accommodate or that should accommodate Himself and His teachings as He sees 
fit and we are to do nothing but relay the message in its full integrity and scope.  
This might be a noble intention, but I think from experience and from doctrine it 
seems clear that there is a need to accommodate the truth to people and try to reach 
them in the states they are in. The question is then, how far are we willing to go to 
accommodate to people where they are and in the variety of states we may find 
them in? 
The body of these teachings suggests that what we are to accommodate is much 
more than just the language we use to explain things or the type of music we use in 
worship or the clerical garments we choose to wear. These teachings are talking 
more about beliefs and cultural norms and practices that are deeply seated in the 
people we are trying to reach, teach and lead to the Lord. 
I found four main words that are used to describe this idea of what I am calling the 
Doctrine of Accommodation. They are 1) accommodate, 2) adapt, 3) adjust and 4) 
make compatible. 
 
Summary Statements on Accommodation 
What follows is a long list of passages. They all speak in one or another to this idea 
of accommodation and cover topics as varied as how God presents Himself to how 
the Lord makes adjustments to accommodate to our changing dietary habits. 
Notice the length to which the Lord goes to accommodate to the variety of people 
and situations within His creation. 
 
We read: 
"It was necessary for Him (God) to wrap Himself in a body that was adapted in 
such a way that we could receive it and enter into a partnership with Him." (TC 
838) 
 
"Solomon was allowed to start idolatrous worship. This was in order that he might 
provide an image of the Lord's kingdom or the church in all the religions of the 
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whole world. Solomon as an image of the Lord is portrayed in impressive splendor 
and had more wisdom than all the other kings on earth. He built the temple as 
well, and particularly allowed and initiated the religions of many nations, which 
provides an image of the various religions in our own world. His seven hundred 
wives mean much the same, as do his three hundred concubines (see 1 Kings 11:3), 
since a wife in the Word means the church and a concubine means a religion. 
This enables us to see why it fell to Solomon to build the temple, which means the 
divine human nature of the Lord (John 2:19, 21) as well as the church, and why he 
was allowed to initiate idolatrous worship and marry so many wives." (DP 245:5) 
 
"A new religion developed that was appropriate to the character of people of the 
Near East.  This religion would not have been accepted by all these nations, it 
would not have been able to uproot their idolatrous practices, unless it had been 
made concordant with and suitable to the mental concepts and the lives of all these 
people." (DP 255) 
 
"The Christian religion is accepted only in a smaller part of the habitable globe 
called Europe because it was not adapted to the genius of Asians, like the 
Mohammedan religion, which is a mixed religion, as has just been shown above; 
and a religion that is not adapted is not received." (DP 256) 
 
"The Lord's divine providence arranged for the creation of Islam (a religion well 
suited to the Middle Eastern mindset, as just mentioned) in order to wipe out the 
idolatrous practices of many nations and to give people instead some concept of 
the Lord before they died and arrived in the spiritual world.  That religion would 
not have been accepted by so many nations and could not have uprooted idolatry if 
it did not harmonize with ideas they already had." (TCR 833) 
 
"Be it known, however, that neither with human beings, nor indeed with an angel, 
are any truths ever pure, that is, devoid of appearances; for all both in general and 
in particular are appearances of truth; nevertheless they are accepted by the Lord 
as truths, provided good is in them. Appearances of truth are adapted by the Lord 
as if they were truths (n. 1832). 
For the things that are once implanted in a person's beliefs and are held sacred, 
provided they are not contrary to Divine order, are left by the Lord as they are; 
and although no parallelism or correspondence exists He nevertheless adapts 
them." (AC 3207) 
 
"The contents of the sense of the letter are of such a nature as to accommodate 
themselves to the apprehension of the simple, who believe only as it appears; what 
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does not appear they do not believe, because they cannot enter into the interiors of 
things; and therefore unless the Word had been of this nature in the letter, it would 
not have been received." (AC 6839) 
 
"In order therefore that we may nevertheless have truths, and thereby have 
spiritual life, appearances of truth are given to us according to our apprehension; 
which appearances are acknowledged as truths, because they are such that Divine 
things can be in them." (AC 3387) 
 
"For truth in an unadjusted form, as it exists in heaven, is too high for it to be 
understood, and what is too high to be understood is not received. And what is not 
received does not pass into faith at all, nor accordingly into the life of faith, which 
is the life of heaven." (AC 8922) 
 
"Conscience with us is formed from those things which belong to our religion, and 
which we believe to be true." (AC 1077, 2053, 9113) 
 
"Falsities among those who lead a life of good are made true." (AC 8051)  
 
"The Lord never breaks, but bends. The holy state of worship, that has been rooted 
in from infancy is of such a nature that it cannot endure violence, but only a gentle 
and kindly bending. The case is the same with those Gentiles who in their bodily 
life had worshiped idols, and yet had lived in mutual charity. As the holy state of 
their worship has been inrooted from their infancy, in the other life it is not taken 
away in a moment, but successively." (AC 1992) 
 
"The command came on this account-that the worship of sacrifices had become 
idolatrous with them, as it had with the gentiles, and from this worship they could 
not be withdrawn, because they regarded it as the chief holy thing. For what has 
once been implanted from infancy as holy, especially if by fathers, and thus 
inrooted, the Lord never breaks, but bends, unless it is contrary to order itself. This 
is the reason why it was directed that sacrifices should be instituted in the way 
described in the books of Moses.  
That sacrifices were by no means acceptable to Jehovah, thus were merely 
permitted and tolerated for the reason just stated, is very evident in the Prophets." 
(AC 2180) 
 
"The Lord never breaks such truth with us, but as far as possible bends it." (AC 
9039) 
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The principles which we imbibe from infancy the Lord never breaks, but bends. If 
they are things that we esteem holy, and are such as are not contrary to Divine and 
natural order, but are in themselves matters of indifference, the Lord lets them 
alone, and suffers us to remain in them." (AC 1255)  
 
"There are many planets in the universe, all full of inhabitants. Hardly any of them 
know that the Lord took on a human nature on our planet. Still, though, since they 
do revere the Divine Being in human form, they are accepted and led by the 
Lord.”  (HH 321) 
 
“The nature of heaven is to provide a place there for all who lead good lives, no 
matter what their religion may be.” (DP 330.4)  

"This is also the reason why Christians who read the Word make up the chest of 
that [giant] human being. They are in fact central among all people. Surrounding 
them are Catholics. Surrounding the Catholics are Muslims who acknowledge the 
Lord as the greatest prophet or the Son of God. Farther out than these are 
Africans. People and nations in the Middle East and the Indies make up the 
farthest circumference." (TCR 268) 

"Therefore the Lord appeared in a bramble bush (when the Lord appears to people 
He does so in a way suited to the kind of people they are, for a person cannot 
receive the Divine in any way other than that which is a way suited to the kind of 
person he is). See also 8814, 8819, 9434, 10551." (AC 6832) 
 
"Christians are taught on the basis of a heavenly doctrine that is in complete 
agreement with the inner meaning of the Word. The others, like the Muslims and 
non-Christians, are taught on the basis of doctrines suited to their grasp." (HH 
516) 
 
“If there are to be all these elements in that heavenly person who is heaven, it 
cannot be made up of the people of one religion only. It needs people from many 
religions; so all the people who make these two universal principles of the church 
central to their own lives have a place in that heavenly person, that is, in heaven. 
They enjoy the happiness that suits their own nature." (DP 326:10) 
 
"'And behold, the glory of Jehovah was seen in the cloud' means the Lord's 
presence within truth adjusted to their discernment.  
There are many levels of God's truth, not just one. The first level of God's truth, 
and also the second, is that truth going forth directly from the Lord; it is above 
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angels' understanding But the third level of God's truth is that truth as it exists in 
the inmost or third heaven; its nature is such that man can grasp nothing whatever 
of it. The fourth level of God's truth is as it exists in the middle or second heaven; 
this is not intelligible to man either. But the fifth level of God's truth is that truth as 
it exists in the lowest or first heaven; this may to some small extent be perceived by 
man, but only if he is enlightened, though even then it is such that human language 
is incapable of expressing a large part of it When it passes into ideas it generates 
the ability to perceive it and also to believe that it is indeed the truth. But the sixth 
level of God's truth is as it exists with man; it is adjusted to his discernment, thus it 
is the sense of the letter of the Word." (AC 8443) 
 
"'And a heavy cloud on the mountain' means the Divine state in relation to those 
about to receive. This is clear from the meaning of 'a cloud' as truth adjusted for 
those about to receive, that is, the Word in the letter, dealt with in 8443, 8781, at 
this point God's truth adjusted for the people descended from Jacob.... 
Ordinarily the Divine appears in the next life to everyone according to the nature 
of their faith and love." (AC 8814) 
"By 'synagogue' doctrine is signified, because in the synagogues there was 
instruction, and differences in matters of doctrine were also adjusted. That there 
was instruction in the synagogues is evident from Matt. 4:23; 9:35; 13:54; Mark 
1:21, 22, 29, 39; 6:2; Luke 4:15, 16, 44; 13:10, 14; John 18:20. That differences in 
matters of doctrine were adjusted in the synagogues may be inferred from what is 
said in Matt. 10:17; Mark 13:9; Luke 12:11; 21:12; **John 9:22; 12:42; 16:2, 3." 
(AE 120) 
 
"The situation here is that the truth from God cannot be received by anyone unless 
it is adjusted to what he is capable of understanding, and so unless it is seen in a 
natural shape and form. For initially human minds can understand only earthly 
and worldly things, and not at all spiritual and celestial ones. If therefore spiritual 
and celestial things were made plainly visible they would be cast aside, as if they 
were worthless. This accords with the Lord's words in John,  
If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how [will you believe] if I 
tell you heavenly things? John 3:12." (AC 8783)  
 
"And in the measure that the external man is brought into a state of obedience to 
the internal, faith and charity are instilled; for the external or natural level of a 
person is a receptacle of truth and good from the internal. If the receptacle is not 
properly adjusted it does not receive anything flowing in from the more internal 
level but either repels, destroys, or stifles it, as a consequence of which there is no 
regeneration." (AC 8351)  
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"'Speak yourself to us, [and we will hear]' means the reception of truth in an 
adjusted form, which - in that form - they will obey. 'And do not let God speak to 
us' means truth in an unadjusted form." (AC 8913) 
 
"'Speak yourself to us, [and we will hear]' means the reception of truth in an 
adjusted form, which - in that form - they will obey., 8787, 8805. So it is that here 
'Moses' is truth in an adjusted form.  
[2] As regards truth in an adjusted form, it should be recognized that when God's 
truth comes down by way of the heavens to people in the world, as the Word came 
down, it undergoes adjustment for all on its way down, both for those in heaven 
and for those on earth.  
[3] From all this also it is evident that unless God's truth or the Word appeared in 
an adjusted form it would be unintelligible. For if it were above people's level of 
perception it would not pass into understanding or accordingly into faith.  
Furthermore it would be full of arcana which could not possibly find a place in a 
person's way of thinking because they would be entirely at odds with the 
appearances and illusions derived from the world through the outward senses." 
(AC 8920) 
 
"'And do not let God speak to us' means truth in an unadjusted form. This is clear 
from what comes before; for 'Moses' means God's truth below heaven joined to 
God's truth in heaven, thus the intermediary between the Lord and the people, and 
therefore God's truth in an adjusted form, as shown immediately above in 8920." 
(AC 8921) 
 
"For truth in an unadjusted form, as it exists in heaven, is too high for it to be 
understood, and what is too high to be understood is not received. And what is not 
received does not pass into faith at all, nor accordingly into the life of faith, which 
is the life of heaven since a person is regenerated, that is, receives the life of 
heaven, through God's truth composing faith, 2046, 2063, 2189, 2979, 3155, 3876, 
3877, 5893, 5912, 6247, 8635 8640, 8772." (AC 8922)  
 
"Everyone receives enlightenment and instruction from the Word according to his 
affection for truth and degree of desire for it, and according to his ability to 
receive it." (AC 9382) 
 
"For the Word is Divine Truth adjusted to all the heavens, and as a consequence of 
this it joins the heavens to the world, that is, angels to men, 2143, 7153, 7381, 
8920, 9094 (end), 9212 (end), 9216 (end), 9357, 9396." (AC 9408)  
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"Divine Truth is adjusted to everyone's understanding and is covered as though by 
a cloud, even among angels, 6849." (AC 9433) 
 
"It also says in verse 2 that Jehovah would appear at the mercy-seat 'in the cloud', 
meaning in Divine Truth adjusted to people's ability to receive and understand it, 
such as the Word is in the sense of the letter, 4060, 4391, 5922, 6343 (end), 6752, 
8106, 8443, 8781." (AC 9506)   
 
"And if that goodness and truth are not accepted the influx of them is halted and 
perishes, indeed the internal man is also closed. From this it is evident that the 
natural must be perfectly adjusted to act as a receiver; this is done through 
delights, for forms of good as they exist with the natural man are called delights, 
since they are feelings." (AC 8452)  
 
"'And nurse him for me' means that she should instill into him good compatible 
with that kind of religion." (AC 6745) 
 
"The Muslim heaven exists outside the Christian heaven and is divided into two 
heavens, a lower and a higher; and only those Muslims are raised up into their 
higher heaven who renounce concubines, live with one wife, and acknowledge our 
Lord as equal to God the Father, who has given Him dominion over heaven and 
earth.  
    The Muslim religion has been adopted by many more countries than the 
Christian religion, and this may pose a problem for people who think about Divine 
providence and at the same time believe that no one else can be saved but one who 
has been born a Christian.  But the Muslim religion is not a problem to those who 
believe that all things are of Divine providence.   
    To have it fully known that this religion was raised up of the Lord's Divine 
providence, to put an end to the idolatries of many nations. 
  In order to eradicate all these idolatries, of the Lord's Divine providence it came 
to pass that a new religion was introduced, suited to the native characters of 
orientals. 
    It is apparent from this that this religion was raised up of the Lord's Divine 
providence and suited, as said, to the native characters of orientals, in order to put 
an end to the idolatries of so many nations, and to provide them with some 
awareness of the Lord before they came into the spiritual world, as happens with 
everyone after death.  This religion would not have been adopted by so many 
countries, and would not have been able to eradicate their idolatries, unless it was 
conformable to their ideas." (CL 342) 
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Conscience 
I also am adding these few representative passages about conscience because the 
thrust of them is that whatever we believe to be true and legitimate can be used to 
develop a conscience in us.  It is worthwhile to point out that without a conscience 
we cannot be saved, and all who have a conscience are saved. "The Lord uses 
whatever a person presumes to be true and legitimate to build their conscience. 
(AC 1002; AE 696a)   "All who have had conscience are saved; but they who have 
had no conscience cannot be saved." (AC 5145) 
 
"Regarded in itself eating animal flesh is something profane. Slaughtering living 
creatures and eating their flesh was to them abominable, akin to the behavior of 
wild animals. But in the process of time when mankind began to be as savage as 
wild animals, indeed more savage, they first began to slaughter living creatures 
and eat their flesh. And because man had become such, he was permitted to do so 
and is still permitted today. And insofar as he does so from conscience, it is quite 
legitimate, for his conscience is given form from all those things he presumes to be 
true and so legitimate. Consequently nobody nowadays stands in any sense 
condemned because he eats meat." (AC 1002) 
 
"The truths that constitute conscience vary, that is to say, they depend on the 
religion of the individual. These truths the Lord is unwilling to violate provided 
they are not contrary to the goods of faith, because the person has taken them to 
himself and considered them holy. The Lord breaks nobody, but bends him. This 
becomes clear from the consideration that every type of religious thought in the 
Church has followers who are being endowed with conscience." (AC 2053) 
 
"What conscience is must be stated next. Conscience in a person is formed from 
the beliefs that his religion has given him, depending on how deeply he accepts 
them." (AC 9112)  
 
"Conscience in a member of the Church is formed by the truths of faith received 
from the Word, or from religious teachings drawn from the Word, according to his 
acceptance of them in his heart. For when a person has a knowledge of the truths 
of faith and understands them in his own particular way, and then wills and does 
them, conscience takes shape in him. Acceptance in the heart is acceptance in the 
will, for a person's will is what is called the heart." (AC 9113)   
 
In His mercy the Lord has provided the means for all to be saved.  And a person 
must respond to the Lord's voice in the best way he knows how, whatever way he 
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knows.  If he does this, he will gifted with some kind of conscience which will 
make him salvable: for salvation of all is the purpose of the Lord's creation.  Since 
this is true, how is it possible to conceive that the Lord is not opening every avenue 
possible, and guiding our every step toward a life of heaven?   
 
Conclusions: 
Why am I presenting this paper at a set of meetings where one of the main areas of 
discussion is gender and the priesthood? My reason is simple. I believe in order to 
help the Lord fulfill His purpose in creation we have to do a better job of 
accommodation, as He does, in order to reach the culture we serve in. There are 
many cultures we serve in and in each of those cultures it would be useful to adapt 
and accommodate to the people we are trying to reach with the message of the 
Lord's New Church. In some instances this includes opening up ordination to 
women. 
Now, to be honest, I don't believe that within this body many minds will change on 
this subject. I am okay with this because I respect the right of clergy to see and 
understand the Word as they feel personally led by the Lord. As the passages 
mentioned above, everyone sees the Word differently. However, I do see this as a 
problem in that the culture and world around us are rapidly moving, or already 
have moved, to a position that believes that any organization that excludes women 
from any use are sexist and bigoted, and unknowingly or not therefore treat women 
badly or as second class citizens. 
 
My questions for this body are these: Are we the keepers of the truth, the 
preservers of it or those who are to share it?  
Is our primary task to preserve the soundness and purity of doctrine or to lead 
people with the truth to the good of life in whatever degree we can?  
 
Priests are to teach the truth and lead thereby to the goodness of life.  But we 
cannot teach those who do not show up or enter into the life of the church.   
 
Why do we think that the Lord accommodated a religion to all the unique peoples 
of the world?  So they would be willing to be part of the conversation - so they 
would stay open minded, so they could be led into a life that leads to salvation.  
How do we invite and encourage them to stay and learn? To stay and be impacted? 
To stay and have an impact? 
 
Are there things we are taking stands on that are not essential to people's salvation 
that are keeping them away from the conversation, away from our sanctuaries and 
away from our churches?   
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What do we do when a large percentage of the people we are trying to lead by 
means of truth to the goodness of life believe that we are not speaking the truth and 
not carrying out legitimate practices as a church by excluding women from the 
office of the priesthood?  Do we just hope keep holding the position we are in and 
hope they eventually "get it"? Do we hope they won't get frustrated and leave 
(though many of them already have)?  Is it in integrity to uphold a practice that 
many find to be completely out of touch?  Do we not have a responsibility to seek 
to accommodate to the people the Lord has charged us to reach so that they can 
come to know the beauty of the Lord's purpose for His creation? 
 
Like it or not the perception people have toward the church is real. We cannot wish 
it away.  We don't have the right to just ask them to leave if they don't like how we 
do things.  We are to lead. Leadership is a complex thing. It takes clarity of 
direction, a deep understanding of people and what motivates and inspires them, 
and a willingness to adapt to the culture within which we are trying to lead so that 
the message of the church is relevant, understandable and helpful to those who we 
have been given the honor or leading. It is a privilege and a sacred duty. 
They will not listen when what they hear us saying sounds to them like we are 
sexist. They will not listen to our doctrinal constructs about why this is the right 
way or how it is protecting women from spiritual harm. All they will hear is that 
their church is sexist. When we’ve lost all credibility with the people we’re 
supposed to be ministering to, ministry becomes impossible. 
 
I am proposing we change our stand on the ordination of women. I am proposing 
we change it because we must adapt and accommodate to the people we have been 
commissioned by the Lord to lead. If we are to lead the flock that is in front of us 
is it in integrity to watch them leave one by one till we have no flock? 
 
What I think is good about approaching the issue of ordination of women from this 
viewpoint is that if you believe that the body of teaching of the Heavenly Doctrines 
supports a male only priesthood you can still hold on to that belief but decide that 
it seems important to make a change in our practices because it is of necessity that 
we accommodate to the people who we are trying to serve. You might say 
something to the effect of, "I am making a choice on the side of being able to 
engage people in the life of the church who otherwise, because of their strongly 
held beliefs about men, women, equality and the perceived inequality they see in 
the church keeping the current practice, would separate from or never enter into the 
life of the church. The Lord tells us that, 'A religion that is not adapted is not 
received.'"  
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In the following parable from the Gospel of Luke Jesus uses well known 
knowledge for the storage of wine to make an important point.  “No one puts new 
wine into old wineskins; or else the new wine will burst the wineskins and be 
spilled, and the wineskins will be ruined. But new wine must be put into new 
wineskins, and both are preserved. And no one, having drunk old wine, 
immediately desires new; for he says, ‘The old is better.’” (see AE 376, AR 316, 
TCR 784, AE 195) 
 
What is striking to me about this passage is the last line. "The old is better." We 
can have the same response.  "The old way of doing things is better. Of course it is.  
We have always done it this way.  The culture around us is only shifting this way 
because it is on a gradual decline." Sometimes what we deem as better is simply 
something we like better.  
 
And like an old wineskin, if the church can no longer be the vessel it was created 
to be and do the job it was meant to do, it should be changed. 
We can also be worried that if the church changes its position on this then that is 
just a slippery slope upon which we will eventually slide downward.  To say we 
are on a slope is to assume that we are at the apex of the hill or mountain and the 
only movement is downward.  I believe there is still a lot of room for going to a 
higher or more impactful place as a church. I don't think it is safe to assume that 
we got it all right at the beginning of the formation of the church and that it's all 
downhill from here. 
 
Final Thought 
The purpose of the Lord's creation is a heaven from the human race. It's about 
humans. It's about people. It's about getting them to heaven. The church has always 
been about people and leading those people to a living relationship with the Lord 
so He can draw them to Himself forever. 
As long as we never budge from what is essential there is no way that the church 
can lose its way. Let us be unwavering where we are called by the Lord to be and 
be accommodating where there is room to do so for the sake of helping the Lord 
fulfill His purpose in His creation. 
"There are three essentials of the Church: an acknowledgment of the Divinity of 
the Lord, an acknowledgment of the holiness of the Word, and the life that is called 
charity. According to the life which is charity is our faith; from the Word we have 
a rational perception of what the life should be; and from the Lord we have 
reformation and salvation. Had these three been held as essentials of the Church 
intellectual dissensions would not have divided but would have merely varied it, as 



	   16	  

light varies colors in beautiful objects, and as the various emblems of royalty 
constitute the beauty of a kingly crown." (DP 259) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


